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BJP PRESIDENT SHRI AMIT SHAH, CONGRATULATED THE GOVERNMENT FOR RAIL BUDGET

Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led NDA government's first full rail budget is future forward, 
development-oriented and a ‘Yatri (Traveler’s) Budget’. NDA government in rail budget 2015-16, has 
announced several innovative measures for providing better passenger facilities and safe passage. 
NDA government, adhering to its policy of ‘support of everyone, development of everyone’, has kept 
the key feature of the budget as no increase in passenger fares. For presenting such a fine rail  
budget, I congratulate the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and Rail Minister Shri Suresh Prabhu.

Keeping people's interests foremost, the Rail Minister has taken dozens of measures so that 
people have a pleasant journey. Considering the passenger facilities in mind, the budget allocation 
of funds for passenger facilities have been increased by 67 percent. An announcement has been 
made to start a 24 hour helpline number 138 to register travelers’ complaints. In addition, a mobile 
application  will  be  developed to  solve  rail  complaints.  This  will  be  started  as  a  pilot  project  in 
Northern Railway on 1st  March,  2015.  Simultaneously a toll  free number 182 will  be started to 
address complaints regarding security.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that the NDA is dedicated to the poor. Therefore, many 
efforts  have been made in  the budget,  which will  be convenient  for  poor  people.  For  example,  
keeping in mind the convenience of those who buy unreserved tickets, ‘Operation 5 minutes' will be 
started time so that it  does not take longer than five minutes to buy unreserved tickets. To give 
information regarding arrival / departure of trains at initiating and destination stations, an SMS alert  
will be sent 15 to 30 minutes before the arrival of the train. Wi-Fi facility will also be provided at all  
major stations. General class compartments will also be provided mobile charging facility. SMS alert 
will be provided before arrival or departure of trains. Besides this, unreserved tickets can be bought  
through phones. With the aim of providing employment to youth, railway will provide training center  
for skills development. NDA government has also taken into account facilities for the middle class in 
the budget. Timeline for booking tickets has been increased to 120 days from 60 days. This will help 
to rein in ticket brokers in bookings. To facilitate the senior citizens, their quota of lower berth will be  
increased and the TTE will be instructed to help senior citizens and pregnant ladies in getting lower 
berths. To provide the best food to the passengers, railways will  start best food chains under E-
catering.

For the convenience of passengers traveling ticket examiners (TTE) will be provided hand 
held terminal. These will be used to verify passengers and download charts. This will facilitate the 
railway in not using paper for ticketing and in preparation of charts and accelerate the finalization of 
refund claims.

Inspired by Mr. Narendra Modi Clean India Campaign there has been a particular emphasis 
on cleanliness in railway.  Under the ‘Clean Rail,  Clean India’ Mission, a new department will  be 
established for cleaning stations and trains which will employ the services of professional agencies  



and their staff and train then in latest technologies in cleanliness. The condition of the toilet facilities 
at stations and trains will be improved. In comparison to 120 stations of last year, new toilets will be 
constructed at 650 more stations. Besides this, 17 thousand more Bio-toilets will be built this year. 
Besides this, bed linen structure in trains, quality and sanitation will also rectified.

Along with facilities for passengers, the rail budget also stresses on their security. To prevent  
accidents, Train Protection Warning System and Collision Avoidance System will  be installed on 
selected routes.  Provision of  INR 6581 Crores for  3438 unmanned crossings.  For  protection of 
female  passengers,  Railways  will  use  Nirbhaya  Fund.  Along  with  this,  CCTV  cameras  will  be 
installed in compartments in the trains for security of the female passengers. As a step towards 
realizing the dream of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi of Bullet train in Diamond Quadrilateral, 
there has been massive allocation of Rs. 65,000 Crore in next five years for high speed trains. The 
feasibility study report of high speed trains between Mumbai and Ahmedabad will be ready by the 
middle of this year.

Indian  Railway is  at  the  top  priority  of  Prime  Minister  Narendra  Modi.  That  is  why  the 
government has made no shortage of financial resources for it in the rail budget. For example, with  
52 percent increase, the planned allocation of railways has become Rs. 1,00,011 crore. Ministry of 
Finance will provide budgetary support of Rs. 40,000 crore to the railways. Railways in the next five 
years,  will  be  the  carrier  of  the  Indian  economy.  To  prevent  encroachment  on  the  land  of  the 
railways, railway will digitize maps of railway land. To attract tourists it will work towards promotion of 
the Gandhi Circuit. IRCTC will work on special trip project- KisanYatra for assisting the farmers on 
new agricultural and marketing techniques. Given the urgent need to facilitate the construction of the 
Road Over Bridge (ROB) and the Road Under Bridge (RUB), a user friendly web application has 
been started for submitting online drawing and their approval within 60 days of submission.

For the concept of excellence of human development, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
has announced the establishment of full Universities also in rail budget year 2015-16. Railways Shri  
Suresh Prabhu has determined four goals to transform Indian Railways in the next five years. The 
first goal, to improve the customer experience with lasting and measurable steps through hygiene, 
convenience, accessibility, service quality and customer problems related to the speed of the trains 
will be tackled systematically. The second goal is to make the railways safe means of travel, the third 
goal is the substantial expansion of the Indian Railways to realize its potential and to modernize its 
infrastructure. Given the importance of rail travel for citizens, Indian railway passenger capacity of 21 
million passengers per day will  be increased to 30 million. Track length will  be increased by 20 
percent, from 114 000 km to 138 000 km. The fourth goal to become financially self-sufficient most of 
the Indian railway operations will gear towards generation of surplus, which will not just be for the 
expanded capacity for repayment of the loan but invested for sufficiently financing, on a continuous 
basis, to change the damaged assets. For Railway Business Re-engineering the Innovation Council  
will be established in the name of "Kayakalp". IIT (BHU), Varanasi has announced setting of 'Malviya 
Pith’ for railway technology. The Rail Minister has proposed operating ratio of 88.5%for 2015-16. 
Whereas the target operating ratio in 2014-15 was 91.8% and in 2013-14 as 93.6%. This way not  
only the budget has not only been the best in last 9 years, but also after the implementation of the  
Sixth Pay Commission, the budget has the best operating ratio.
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