
BJP PRESIDENT, SHRI AMIT SHAH’S ADDRESS AT THE 
SECOND CONCLAVE OF NORTH EAST DEMOCRATIC 

ALLIANCE (NEDA) IN NEW DELHI 

• Explaining the purpose of North East Democratic Alliance, 
Shri Amit Shah said that NEDA is not just a political platform, 
but it is an initiative to unify the entire North East and bring 
this region close to the national mainstream.  

• NEDA is on the right path as chief ministers of five out of 
eight Northeaster states are its member. He also expressed 
confidence that after the forthcoming elections it will have 
representations from all eight states. 

• When Shri Narendra Modi was made Prime Ministerial 
Candidate before the General Election, he had said in his 
first speech that the development of India is not possible 
without a strong and developed North East.  He 
acknowledged that the region lagged in development 
compared to its western counterparts. He had said that if 
BJP would form the Government, it would give priority to 
the development of the eastern region, particularly the 
North East. 

• Shri Shah expressed delight that in the three years of rule, 
BJP Government has taken several initiatives to develop the 
North East, which did not take place earlier even after 65 
years of Independence.  The Modi Government has done 
more works for the development of the North East in just 
three years compared to what other Governments did for 
the region in 65 years after Independence. 

 

• The North East is an important region of India with about 5 
crore people, which is about 3.75% of the country’s total 
population. It has a diverse culture with about 270 types of 



cultural and ethnic groups. More than 180 languages are 
spoken in this region.  

• The North East also has strategic importance. It shares 
almost 4,300 kms of land boundaries with different 
neighbouring countries. Boarders of five countries -- 
Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, China and Myanmar touch the 
North East.  

• In first 65 years after Independence, the governments did 
not pay attention to check insurgency, stop illegal migration 
from neighbouring states and end gun culture. As a result, 
development of the region suffered despite huge natural 
resources and opportunities.   

• Since 2014, from the time the Modi Government took over, 
the focus towards the North East (NE) has changed. Today, 
for Shri Narendra Modi and for BJP,  development of NE is 
the first priority.  

 

• The North East is now seen in its totality along with diverse 
cultural tradition.  That is why Prime Minister, Shri Narendra 
Modi  called it 'Asthe Lakshmi' (the eight Lakshmis). This 
Government is considering a holistic development of the 
region, therefore, it is linked with railways. The DONER (The 
Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region) Ministry, 
which was a dormant ministry, has been re-activated with 
its motto as ‘DONER at your door-steps’.  

 

• The Government has taken decisive steps to end 
counterinsurgency. It resorted to operations wherever 
required and also resorted to talks to end the menace.  

 



• Shri Shah said that the Land Agreement with Bangladesh 
has been one of the biggest achievements of the BJP 
Government and it would be a significant milestone in the 
development history of the North East region.  The 
Government also gave a strong signal by undertaking a 
surgical strike at Myanmar. Also, the BJP Government 
forged good relationship s with Bangladesh, Myanmar and 
Bhutan, which would help in the development of the 
region.  

• Our Prime Minister has ensured that the maximum benefit 
of the ACT East policy should accrue to the Northeast 
region.   

 

• The BJP Government has raised funds to the region, which 
is almost 258% jump compared to previous regime. Earlier, 
the region used to get Rs 87,628 crore, in the 14th Finance 
Commission, this amount is raised to Rs 3,13,375 crore.  

 

• After Prime Minister Morarji Desai 40 years ago, perhaps 
Shri Narendra Modi was the first PM to address the NEC 
(North East Council). PM has made a roster of all ministers 
and they have to be present every fortnight in the region to 
resolve issues related to their departments. This is being 
monitored by PM himself.   
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